Convocation Address 

Eighth Convocation, December 8, 2005

Distinguished Guests of the Day, Members of Board of Governors of SLIET, Dr.S.K.Salwan, Vice Chancellor, Punjab Technical University, Jalandhar, Shri R.KVerma, IAS, Director, Technical Education & Industrial Training, Punjab, Director SLIET, Deans, Faculty, Staff, Students, Media, Persons, Recipients of Certificates, Diplomas and Degrees, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Academic convocation celebrates the unity of the academic community. I am honored being with you in celebrating this unity. 

It is an important day in the life of the students who receive their degrees & medals today and shall be bright, young leaders of tomorrow. I am happy to learn that as many as 784 students (Post Graduate, Degree, Diploma & Certificate) among them a large number of girls will receive their certificates today. I am sincerely indebted to Chief Secretary cum Chairman, Board of Governors of SLIET having invited me to this prestigious ceremony to bless all the students who receive their certificates and medals today.

First my heartiest congratulations to all of you who have successfully completed your Certificate, Diploma, Degree & PG programmes.   You are now poised to embark upon a new challenging, and I am sure, hugely rewarding phase of your life.  My best wishes to each one of you as you embark on this exciting journey.

Dear Audience, it is an acknowledged and accomplished fact that technological growth during the post independence era of our country has been prodigious and steep. Technical education has also endeavored to develop human resource required to cater to the multifaceted needs of the time. Many new areas have been explored and numerous new vistas are yet to be opened. A lot has been done but we have a long way still to go. We need to work on different paradigms and in a variety of directions. Due to changing roles and expectations from the technical institutes, these are needed to be constructed or re-engineered to maintain the right balance between being intellectual centers and agents for social and economical change. For this, the technical institutes will require to strategically perform the paradigm shift. They will have to become research oriented and practice open concepts to offer education in a borderless mode. Institutes will have to become an integration of physical infrastructure, humanizing factors and virtual characteristics. Appropriately trained manpower is need of the time for effective socio-economic progress. Fast technological developments demand up gradation of curriculum and teaching methods. Globalization of trades, manpower and information technologies are setting new trends in technical education systems. Similarly, the student will be residing in any part of the world and his life will be a semi-virtual experience. Smart classes, technology transfer centers and industrial collaborations will be the key areas to work upon. All these require reconfiguration of technical education according to the rapid developments in information technology.

Information Technology is bringing about sweeping changes in the world and we are also gearing up to meet the challenge: communication is very fast; there are multiple effects on the society, systems and humanity as a whole. Information Technology is amplifying our ability to produce the material goods of life, to cure diseases and to extend human enterprise into the universe. It is enabling information flow in the educational institutes, in the students with the help of computer based information sources and faster access storage media. User friendly interactive interfaces which have facilitated access to enormous data with ease have brought revolution in research. Information technology is used for library data management and promotes remote interaction using electronic mails and teleconferencing. Updated technical information is now available promptly and it is possible to share the change in a short time.

A major part of the Indian population lives in villages and inspite of urban and industrial developments, the level of poverty, rate of unemployment and percentage of destitute has been continuously increasing. Benefits of science and technology are particularly insufficiently available in villages. Villagers still depend upon traditional skills and methods in their vocation, having little awareness of mechanical aids or computerized systems. Wide gap between the urban and rural people needs to be bridged appropriately with the help of development of appropriate technologies and their transfers to rural areas. Government of India underlines the importance of integrating science with society and fostering scientific temper among the people so that we are able to deal with the challenges at hand in a rational and reasonable manner. Science and technology must pervade our psyche, our way of thinking and our way of working. We must have a greater integration of our economic and social programmes with R&D activists in science and technology.   Technology for modern development should be job oriented, require low investment, have growth potential and shall secure full utilization of local skills materials and resources. Transportation, communication systems, housing, community services like water supply, sanitation, health, education, engineering workshops and infrastructures are very crucial in the rural development. Training to rural youths in various trades through community development schemes leading to self-employment shall bring fruitful results.

In order to develop appropriate technologies and manpower on modern lines, we will also have to drastically change our ways of teaching and dissemination. Innovative classroom teaching does not mean the use of modern teaching aids only, students in fact are to be made interested in attending the classes by catering to their individual needs, by letting them experiment with the knowledge imparted to them, by discussing case studies and real life problems and by equipping them with information and tools to achieve their goals. All these will require sincerity and hard work by the teachers. We have to remember that quality is never an accident and requires high intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction and skillful execution. Engineering is liberal education serving the needs of society and individuals and provides a sound basis for life itself. It is strongly based on theory and supplemented with practicals. It generates knowledge which is reflected in the progress of a nation through the industrial development of the country. Present day industry is based upon technology, rooted in science. In this, the engineering & technology are the main links which convert the planning into reality and natural resources into usable form. Further it requires concentration on national needs and employment generation. A great interaction 

between the user agencies and the engineering education systems is the need of the hour. Further competencies will have to be developed in appropriate areas to appreciate the engorging needs of the industry and we shall have to continuously modify the curriculum to keep abreast with technological changes that are taking place and to turn out engineers with appropriate training and upto date knowledge. It is important that the industries which directly or indirectly employ skilled manpower are clearly identified with their requirements. For this enhanced Industry Institute Interaction will be needed. Technical education institutes will have to shed their hesitation of approaching industry and make the field open to create new vistas of mutual operation. In India we have to work harder to keep pace with the world which is witnessing the effects of globalized economy. Emergence of the European common market, Asia- pacific Economic Cooperation and Liberalization of economy of even countries like China and Russia has thrown the field wide open. Role of engineers becomes complicated in the face of technology advance and globalization. Demand is for high caliber engineers to efficiently plan, design, manufacture, operate and manage hi-tech industrial systems. Its strong foundation lies in the establishment of a value added curricula. Better laboratory programmes, high design content, less diversification, specific specialized electives, entrepreneurship lessons in a global outlook, energy and environment studiers need focus. Accreditation should also be carried out from time to time to meet optimum standards. For regular curriculum update and for enhanced output, the institutes need to be made free from the shackles of affiliating bodies and made autonomous academically. Autonomy will definitely result in achievement of higher targets.                    

Your responsibility finally is to defend the Institutional social mission, its responsibility to fuel economic growth through contributions to research and development, and to improve social welfare by increasing social mobility and effective citizenship. The defence of this social mission has never been more important than in this age when inequalities of opportunity are on the increase while government funding of the public goods produced through university education declines. 

So, ladies and gentlemen of the graduating class, enjoy the rights and honours you now have as members of Convocation. Continue to defend and support the Institution which has given you the special privileges you enjoy as a result of your graduation today. Accept my sincere congratulations on your achievements at SLIET, and take with you my very best wishes for your future success and happiness. I hope that all the students, receiving their certificates and medals today will give their best for our country.
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